
Trivializing and 

Minimizing the 

Abuse…
Not taking the danger 

seriously. Expecting 

tolerance due to the 

stigma that women of 

color are  too “strong” 

and lack the feelings to 

be hurt by battery or 

assault. 

Blaming the Victim…
Because of stereotypes 

that society has of women 

of color, service providers  

may be influenced by this 

Using Racism or Privilege…

Using racism against women of 

color so that it affects when and 

how they are able to utilize 

resources for domestic violence. 

Racial Profiling/ 

Making Threats… 
Using racial profiling 

when working with 

women of color. 

Because of past 

encounters with police, 

women of color are 

reluctant to call police 

because they perceive 

racial injustice within 

the criminal justice 

system.

may be influenced by this 

image and believe women 

of color are at fault 

because they get men “all 

riled up.”

Ignoring Her Need 

for Safety…
Limiting their outside 

involvement with their 

community . Women of 

color may fear that they 

are betraying their 

community when 

seeking outside 

services.

Not Respecting 

Autonomy… 
Punishing a women of 

color for not wanting 

to report. WOC may 

have a fear of losing 

racial unity within the 

community and 

avoiding the 

propagation of 

stereotypes against 

men of color. 

resources for domestic violence. 

Identifying the privilege  that the  

predominant, Caucasian 

community has  and using that 

privilege against women of color.
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