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The Reality 
   Sexual assault and domestic abuse happen 
every day to people of all ages, income levels, 
and race.   However, Native women are the 
targets of violent crime--battering, rape, 
assault and homicide--at much higher rates 
than any other group of women or men, by 
both native and non-native men.  The rate of 
violent crime experienced by Native American 
women is nearly 50% higher than that 
reported by African American males.  Native 
American women are at a higher risk of 
homicide, including domestic violence 
homicide (College of Emergency Physicians).  For a 
3-year period studied, homicide was the third 
leading cause of death for Native women.  
Seventy-five percent were killed by a family 
member or acquaintance.  Native American 
women are raped at a rate more than double 
that of rapes reported by all races on an 
annual average. 
   There are two organizations in our area that 
offer culturally specific programs focused on 
ending violence against Native American 
women. 
   At Reach Counseling Services, primarily 
serving Winnebago County, these alarming 
statistics give cause for them to offer culturally 
specific programs to their clientele. This focus 
on assisting underserved populations exists 
through a number of precise programs, such 
as their Indigenous Connections program. 
   Efforts existing through Indigenous 
Connections include medical, legal and 
personal advocacy for Native American 

Native American Women Targets  
of Violent Crimes at Alarming Rates 

survivors of sexual assault and domestic 
violence.  One main component of the 
program is The Women’s Talking Circle, a 
support system for native, female 
survivors.  Linda Hurst is the Native 
American counselor at Reach who 
facilitates this Talking Circle.  Meetings 
take place every Tuesday from 5 to 7  
p.m. at The American Indian Center of 
the Fox Valley, 128 North Oneida Street, 
Appleton.  The circle offers a safe place 
where the participants can share their 
histories and connect with women who 
have similar backgrounds.  
   The healing that takes place within the 
circle includes a blend of conventional and 
traditional native methods.  
Conventionally, information and referrals 
are made to outside agencies, along with 
prevention education efforts. 
Traditionally, teachings from elders are 
sought and ceremonies are enlisted, or 
participants are directed to outside 
spiritual advisors. 
Continued Page 2 
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“Scream the 
bloody truth of 
how we’ve been 
raped in every 

possible way, and 
then rise up and 
dig the beauty of 

our people.   
Rejoice in our 

survival and our 
ways.” 
 Buffy  

Sainte-Marie 
(Cree)  

MISSION 
To lead a community-wide partnership in the awareness and  

prevention of domestic violence and abuse and to offer safety and support 
to diverse families in crisis. 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  www.harborhouseonline.org   
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Native American Women continued from Page 1 
   Social aspects also play an integral role in the women’s  
healing process.  Periodically, the “Circle” participates in craft 
workshops (beading, quilting, medicine bags, dream-catchers, 
etc.), potluck dinners, and volunteer experiences.  It is during 
these social events that the women develop their support and 
their sense of community, along with sharing a few laughs. 

Overall, the universal messages that are given to the 
women are that:  “Violence is not part of native  
tradition. Healing, in whatever form, is possible.   

There is no excuse for abuse.” 
   Twenty-nine years, ago Reach Counseling Services began as 
the rape crisis center for Winnebago County.  Over the years, 
this agency has grown and evolved to meet the changing needs 
of the Fox Cities community.  As a state licensed mental health 
clinic and sexual assault service provider, Reach works to  
provide comprehensive and compassionate services to all victims 
of sexual violence and their family members.  Income level and 
economic status are not barriers to receiving help from this 
agency.  Reach offers crisis, short-term counseling and  
long-term therapy to anyone who has experienced the  

devastating trauma of sexual violence in the Fox Valley area.  For residents of Winnebago County, they also 
provide prevention education and advocacy services that include personal, medical and legal advocacy.  As 
part of their mission to end sexual violence, Reach works to establish strong outreach ties to diverse  
populations within our community.  Along with the Indigenous Connections they have a Hispanic outreach 
program.   By working in partnership with other service agencies, Reach strives to create a safe and  
accepting environment for anyone whose life has been touched by the trauma of sexual violence.   Reach is 
located at 1244C Midway Road in Menasha and 36 Broad Street in Oshkosh.  You can reach them via phone 
at (920) 722-8150 in Menasha or (920) 426-1460 in Oshkosh. 
 
   Sexual Assault services are also provided by The Sexual Assault Crisis Center, primarily serving  
Outagamie County. The Sexual Assault Crisis Center, a nonprofit organization, is dedicated to providing crisis 
intervention and advocacy services to survivors of sexual abuse, their families and others affected.  They 
work toward ending sexual abuse and violence in our communities through prevention and education.  They 
are located at 35 Park Place Suite 100 in Appleton.  You can reach them on their 24-hour hotline:  
(920) 733-8119 or via E-mail at sacc@vbe.com.  Visit their website: www.vbe.com/~sacc. 
 
     Belinda Brennan works as an advocate for the Oneida Domestic Abuse Program.  Their program 
helps Native American families that have been affected by domestic abuse; they work with men, women and 
children.  When Belinda first started working as an advocate, her intention was to help support women 
whose lives had been affected by violence.  She thought it would be great if they could just “break free” 
from the abuse.  After five years, her intention has since changed. She not only wants women/children/men 
living lives free of violence, she wants each and every person to live the lives they all so richly deserve—lives 
filled with love, joy, peace and happiness. 
   After watching the movie, The Secret, Belinda felt compelled to create a new curriculum for women who 
are ready to take their lives to the next level.  She wanted to help them recognize the unlimited beauty, 
power and potential within each of them.  As a group, they decided that they no longer wanted to give  
any more energy to suffering.  As a demonstration of love and peace, the women actually pray for the men 
at the end of every group.  The women in this group are committed to change and are working toward  
creating lives we all dream of.      Continued on Page 3  
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National Crime Victims' Rights Week 
This year's theme is: Victims' Rights:  

Every Victim. Every Time 

   I recently left a job after 17 years.  I felt lost and in shock. 
   I registered with Wisconsin Workforce Development  
W.I.S.E. (Wisconsin Senior Employment)  Program for workers 
over 55 years of age.  I knew in advance that I would be 
placed in a community service establishment.  I soon found 
out that I would be working at Harbor House Domestic Abuse 
Programs. 
   Quiet dread formed.  I know nothing about domestic abuse, 
plus, I am a fun-loving “people person.”  The security-intense 
reception position is serious business….we’ll see. 
   Now months later, I can honestly say that this is the most 
joyful and fulfilling job of my life. 
   The residents, staff, advocates, volunteers, donors and  
service people are the greatest reward. 
   Harbor House is a port of refuge, home, shelter and  
training ground for us all. 
   The mission is profound; love is all you need. 
 

Linda Tracey 

Linda greets a woman walking 
into shelter with her reassuring 

and warm smile. 

W.I.S.E. Women at Harbor House 

Native American Women continued from Page 2 
   It is exciting to see where this new program will go.  The women in group have already  
witnessed some powerful and profound changes.  They are beginning to understand the power 
of thought, and are choosing to be happy.  “Pain happens; suffering is optional.”   
Author Alan Cohen.   
   You can reach the Oneida Domestic Abuse Program by contacting any of the following people:  
Belinda Brennan: (920) 490-3821; Vange Danforth (Women’s Advocate): (920) 490-3760; Sue 

Reiter (Children’s Advocate): (920) 490-3822; Roy Redhail (Children’s Advocate): (920) 490-3824; Gene 
Redhail (Men’s Facilitator and STOP Grant Coordinator): (920) 490-3736. 
   The Oneida Domestic Abuse program, located 2640 West Point Road in Green bay, services all Native 
American tribes, and also provides services to non-Native Americans who have a Native American family 
member (children or partner). 
 
   Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs, primarily serving Outagamie and Calumet counties, works 
closely with all of these great programs.  Harbor House is located at 720 W. Fifth Street in Appleton.  You 
can call us 24 hours a day at: (920) 832-1666 in the Fox Cities (Voice/TTY); (920) 849-7819 in Chilton and 
Calumet County; or 1-800-970-1171 Toll Free (Voice/TTY). 



4 

Non Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 312
Appleton, WI.

54911

Harbor House is supported by United Way  

domestic abuse programs 

Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs 
720 West Fifth Street 
Appleton, WI   54914 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Special thanks to our partners in their assistance with this newsletter edition:  
Printing Provided by Action Printing.  Paper provided by Appleton Coated. 

A Time to Laugh 
March 9, 2007 

Harbor House’s largest fundraiser 
Thank you to all who made this fundraising event  

an uproarious success! 
Event Sponsor: U.S. OIL/SCHMIDT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

Entertainment Sponsor: NEUROSCIENCE GROUP OF NORTHEAST WISCONSIN 
Media Sponsors: WHBY * 95.9 KISS FM * 103.4 THE BREEZE   

Raffle Sponsor: AVENUE JEWELERS   Corporate Table Sponsors: ALTA RESOURCES *  
APPLETON COATED * APPLETON CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES, LTD. * ASSOCIATED FINANCIAL GROUP * 
AVENUE ART * CITIZEN’S BANK/CITIZEN’S WEALTH MANAGEMENT * FOX COMMUNITIES CREDIT  
UNION * KIMBERLY-CLARK CORPORATION * MCCARTY LAW * MENASHA PACKAGING *  
M&I BANK - WEALTH MANAGEMENT * NORTH STAR ASSET MANAGEMENT * OEC GRAPHICS  * ORAL 
& MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY FOX CITIES, S.C. *  PLEXUS CORPORATION * PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL 
GROUP * JOHN AND JULIE SCHMIDT * BOB AND SUE SULLIVAN * THEDACARE * THRIVENT FINANCIAL 
FOR LUTHERANS * VALLEY GRINDING * XEROX    
Contributing Sponsors: AZCO INC. * BADGER PLUG * MICHIELS FOX BANQUETS & RIVERTYME 

CATERING * TOWN & COUNTRY ELECTRIC/FAITH TECHNOLOGIES   
In-Kind Sponsors: BRAD KNAPP * CASTLE-PIERCE * FOX RIVER PAPER COMPANY *  

OEC GRAPHICS *  WILLIAMHOUSE OF WISCONSIN/NATIONAL ENVELOPE *XEROX 

A house with laughter 
is a home with hope 


