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MISSION 
To lead a community-wide partnership in the awareness and  

prevention of domestic violence and abuse, and to offer safety and  
support to diverse families in crisis. 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE!  www.harborhouseonline.org   

Spirits of Calumet County Women Kept Alive by ‘Silent Witnesses’ 
By Maria Turner 

        As Monika Kestell remembered her daughter, Charlotte Kestell, on Feb. 8—almost 
exactly two years from the day Charlotte’s live-in boyfriend killed her and then killed 
himself in New Holstein—her evident grief and tears of pain were only overshadowed by 
her understanding of domestic violence and her resolve to educate others about it. 
     “Sometimes, people think that domestic violence is all loud and banging and  
hitting,” Monika told a group of supporters gathered inside Harbor House’s Calumet 
County Outreach Office in Chilton. “But sometimes, domestic violence walks on tiptoes. 
It is quiet, like manipulation.” 
     For Charlotte Kestell, 23, and Phoebe Hendricks Dusham, two Calumet County 
women murdered as a result of domestic abuse, such quiet manipulation has been  
replaced with quiet peace by honoring their lives through the Silent Witness Project. 
     Harbor House unveiled Silent Witnesses for Charlotte and Phoebe Feb. 8 to mark the 
10-year anniversary of the opening of its Calumet County Outreach Office—and to  
remember them.  
     Charlotte was stabbed to death by her boyfriend on Feb. 4, 2006. Phoebe, a  
member of the Stockbridge-Munsee Tribe, was also stabbed, but her death occurred 
much, much earlier in January 1839 at the hands of her husband, who was never held 
accountable for his crime. 
     Charlotte and Phoebe’s Silent Witnesses now join 12 others who represent the lives 
of women murdered in Outagamie County, all of which were created to raise  
awareness and provide education about domestic violence and the resources available 
to those victimized by it.  
     The Silent Witness Project began in 1990 when the deaths of at least 26  
Minnesota women—all murdered by husbands, boyfriends, intimate partners and  
acquaintances—could no longer go unnoticed. Their deaths inspired a national  
initiative to end domestic violence murders in the United States by 2010. Along with this 
initiative, the Silent Witness exhibit carries out four goals: 

•   Remembering: To honor the women and children who were murdered in 
acts of domestic violence. 

•   Awareness: To raise the awareness in our communities of the extent of 
domestic violence. 

•   Advocacy: to help connect people with local resources for  
ending violence in their lives. 

•   Legislation: To encourage community and legislative action to end the  
violence in our society.  

     In addition to silhouettes representing the women, knit shawls are made for each silhouette, based on the 
“Sheila’s Shawls” project. The project honors the late-Sheila Wellstone, the wife of Minnesota Sen. Paul Wellstone, 
both of whom were very active in domestic violence causes. Shawls are given to family members as a symbol of the 
comfort extended to them.                                                                                               (Continued Page 2) 
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10 Years of Advocacy in Calumet County Outreach Office 
(Excerpt...Melissa Giebel’s speech at 10-Year anniversary open house) 

            “We are very proud of what we have accomplished over the past 10 years. The  
outreach office opened because domestic violence in rural areas poses additional  
challenges to women. Rural women suffer at the hands of their abusers, and this abuse 
is often compounded by the unique characteristics of living in a rural community.   
Research states that the geography of rural areas facilitates the isolation that  
accompanies and supports rural family violence. In addition, there is also a lack of  
affordable housing, employment, public transportation and child-care options.   
In that first year, we worked to make ourselves known: we saw 26 women for  
individual counseling, 15 come to group, received at least one crisis call every day and 
two families were taken to the Appleton office for shelter. These numbers may not 
seem large, but they were significant. All 
these women got services locally; services 
they most likely would have gone without 
had the office not been here to support 
them. 
  The need for direct services is still here. By 

the end of 2007, we were seeing more than double the number of women in 
one-on-ones each year. Forty women needed legal advocacy, and 12  
families needed shelter last year.  
   We continually work to make ourselves known through community  
outreach and prevention education. 

We have accomplished a lot over the past 10 years, but know we 
need to do more to prevent domestic violence. Once more awareness is 
brought to our communities, we hope to see a larger increased intolerance 
of abusive behavior.  
   So today, as we reflect on the past and celebrate the future, I'd like to 
leave you with the quote I began today's press conference with that reflects 
the attitudes of those involved with Harbor House: ‘To accomplish great 
things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, but also believe”.’ 

Mayor Bill Engler Proclaims  
February 8 “Harbor House Day” 

in the city of Chilton 

State Representative Al Ott congratulates 
Harbor House on 10 years of advocacy in 

Calumet County 

Spirits of Calumet County Women Kept Alive by ‘Silent Witnesses’ 
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Shawls were presented to Charlotte’s parents, 
Monika and Dave Kestell, as well as to several 
members of the Stockbridge-Munsee Tribe in  
attendance at the Calumet County Outreach Office’s 
10-year anniversary gathering. 
     In response, Jan RedCloud, domestic violence 
client services advocate for the tribe based in 
Bowler, presented Harbor House with a shawl to 
honor their lost tribal member and a traditional 
tribal symbol of endurance, strength and hope 
called ‘Many Trails’. The shawl will remain on 
Phoebe’s silhouette. 
     Both Silent Witnesses will appear periodically at 
exhibits throughout Calumet County to remind those 
they come in contact with that their fate does not 
have to be the fate of others suffering from domestic abuse. The Calumet County 
Outreach Office, located in Chilton’s Southside Shopping Center offices, provides  

24-hour crisis telephone services, individual support and advocacy to women and children, community education and 
prevention education in local schools. Arrangements for those needing safe shelter are made at the agency’s Appleton 
location. 
     The two newest Silent Witnesses further serve as stark reminders that domestic violence is as real today as it was in 
1839 and that there still is much work to be done.  

Charlotte Kestell died February 2006 
23 years old 

All the things we thought you’d be is all 
the things you are. You were once our 

little girl, now our shining star. 
Charlotte’s Silent Witness  

with her parents  
Dave and Monika Kestell 

Phoebe Hendricks Dusham  
Member of Stockbridge-Munsee 

Tribe Died January 1839 
Phoebe’s Silent Witness with 

her members from the  
Stockbridge-Munsee Tribe 
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If you are in an abusive relationship and need help, call Harbor 
House at (920) 832-1666 (Fox Cities), (920) 849-7819 

(Chilton/Calumet Cty), 1-800-970-1171 (Toll-Free) 

Watch for Warning Signs of a Battering Personality 
By Karen Kramer 

   You think it can’t happen to a member of your family or to a friend. And it certainly 
could never happen to you. But, too often, we unknowingly become involved with 
someone who will be physically abusive.  
 
   Although no one can fully predict whether a relationship will turn out to be abusive, 
some warning signs do exist. If your partner displays any of these behaviors, be  
cautious.  
 
1. Jealousy—In the beginning of a relationship, abusers will always say jealousy is a  
sign of love, but it is really a sign of insecurity and possessiveness. They will question 
who you talk to, accuse you of flirting, or be jealous of your time spent with family, 
friends or children. Abusers may refuse to let you work for fear you'll meet someone 
else.  
2.  Controlling Behavior—Initially, the batterer will say they behave this way because they are concerned for your 
safety or your need to make good decisions. Abusers will be angry if you are "late" returning from the store or an  
appointment and will question you closely about who you spoke to and where you went. As this behavior worsens, abus-
ers may refuse to let you make any personal decisions.  
3.  Quick Involvement—Many victims of domestic violence dated or knew their abuser for less than six months before 
they were pressured to become engaged or live together.   
4. Unrealistic Expectations—Abusers depend on their partner for all of their needs and expect you to be the  
perfect wife, mother, lover and friend.   
5.  Isolation—Extreme jealousy and possessiveness often leads to isolating a victim from other family and friends. 
Abusers may want to live in the country without a phone, not allow you to use the car, or try to keep you from working 
or going to school. 
6. Blames Others for Feelings—Abusers will tell victims, "You make me mad,” or "You're hurting me by not doing 
what I ask.”  They use these feelings to manipulate you.  
7.  Blames Others for Problems—Abusers never accept responsibility for mistakes. They will blame you for almost 
anything that goes wrong.  
8.  Hypersensitivity—Abusers are easily insulted and view the slightest setbacks as personal attacks. They will "rant 
and rave" about the injustice of things that have happened to them—things that are just part of living, like being asked 
to work overtime or to help with chores.  
9.  Cruelty to Animals or Children—This is someone who brutally punishes animals or is insensitive to their pain or 
suffering.  They may expect children to be capable of doing things far beyond their ability (e.g., whips a two-year-old for 
wetting the diaper) or teases children until they cry. Sixty percent of men who beat women also beat their children.  
10.  Playful Use of Force in Sex—Abusers may want to act out sexual fantasies in which their partner is helpless.  
They let you know the idea of ‘rape’ excites them. They may show little concern about whether you want to have sex 
and use sulking or anger to manipulate you into compliance. 
11.  Verbal Abuse—Abusers may say cruel and hurtful things, such as telling you that you are stupid and unable to 
function without them.  
12.  Rigid Sex Roles—Expecting you to serve them. Abusers will say you must stay at home and obey them in all 
things.  The abuser sees you as inferior and unable to be a whole person without a relationship.  
13.  Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde—Explosiveness and mood swings are typical in abusers who beat their partners.  
14. Past Battering—Abusers may say they have hit partners in the past, but their partner made them do it.  A  
batterer will abuse anyone they are with; situational circumstances don’t make a person an abusive personality.   
15.  Threats of Violence—Any threat of physical violence is meant to control you. 
16. Breaking or Striking Objects—This behavior is used as a punishment, such as breaking loved possessions, but it  
is mostly used to terrorize someone into submission. 
17.  Any Force During an Argument—This may involve holding you down, physically restraining you from leaving the  
room, or any pushing or shoving.   
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Special thanks to our partners in their assistance with this newsletter edition:  
Printing provided by Action Printing. Paper provided by Appleton Coated. 

 
 

CALUMET COUNTY ESTABLISHES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COURT PROGRAM 
 
   In January 2008, Calumet County established a domestic violence court program under the direction of Calumet 
County Circuit Judge Donald A. Poppy and with the assistance of Calumet County District Attorney Ken Kratz, the 
Wisconsin Department of Corrections and Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs. The goal of the domestic abuse 
court program is to enhance offender accountability and increase victim safety during the probationary period by  
imposing swift sanctions on offenders who are in violation of conditions of their probation and to reward those who 
are in compliance.   
   Upon conviction, an offender will be recommended for inclusion in the program by the district attorney, who will 
make his recommendation based upon specific criteria. When an offender is placed in the program, he will be placed 
on probation, may face immediate sanctions, will be ordered to participate in a domestic abuse intake and alcohol 
and drug abuse assessment, and will be required to follow through with a batterers’ education program. Specific time 
deadlines will be set and court reviews will be scheduled. Offenders who fail to comply with the court orders or rules 
of probation will be returned to court for sanctions at regularly scheduled hearings.    
   Poppy stated that the primary goal of the program is to enhance the safety of victims and to reduce the levels of 
recidivism and violence by holding offenders accountable and ensuring that they comply with ordered treatment. The 
Calumet County Domestic Violence Coordinated Community Response Team will be monitoring the implementation of 
the new program. Watch for more information on this new program in the coming months.   


