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The J. J. Keller Foundation has offered a $25,000 matching grant  
for donations made before Dec. 15, 2011, that honor the concept of 
extending a hand to help others through the 2hands 2gether 4hope 
giving initiative. 
 
Every donation that is made in partnership with another donor will be 
matched. Use the donation envelopes included in this mailing and en-
ter the names of the two partners in giving on the appropriate blanks.  
Donor partners can be individuals, couples, groups, organizations or 
businesses. 
 
For example, John and Jane Smith ask their neighbor Bob to partner 
with them. John and Jane send in their donation in one envelope,  
while Bob sends his in the other. Both write their names in the “Giving 
Partners” blanks on the envelopes. Or perhaps Jane asks her women’s 
group to partner with her on a donation, writing Jane’s name and the 
group name on the Giving Partners blanks. 
 
Giving partners do not have to be new donors; however, the more new 
people we engage in our cause, the better! Couples count as only one-
half of a partnership; another couple, individual, business or  
organization would need to make up the other half of the partnership. 
 
For every partnership donation made regardless of size, both partners 
will be entered in a drawing for each to receive an iPad. Every  
donation partnership in which the combined donation is $1,000  
receives an additional entry into the drawing per $1,000 combined  
donation.  For example, if both donors give $500 (combined $1,000), 
they receive two entries into the drawing. If both donors give $1,500 
(combined $3,000), they receive four entries in the drawing, etc.  

Dear Friends of Harbor House, 
 
If you’ve ever been down on your luck, you know 
the power behind a hand that is extended in the  
sincerest show of care and concern. And if you are 
ready to take that hand, the trials you face in  
partnership with someone else never seem as  
difficult to take on. 
 
When I first came to Harbor House, I was a shell of 
a person. I can’t say I was a shell of my former self, 
because I never really knew myself before meeting 

my abuser. I had grown up in an abusive home and when I met him,  
I initially mistook his possessiveness as love.  
 
He molded me into the woman he wanted, and even when I did  
everything as he demanded, I still was never good enough. I wasn’t 
pretty enough, smart enough or good enough for him—at least that’s 
what he made me believe. 
 
I stayed not because I believed him. Even in my most beaten down of 
states, there was something within me that told me he was wrong.  
I stayed because I could not support myself and my daughter financially. 
I hadn’t graduated from high school and wasn’t allowed to work outside 
the home. Limited options. 
 
Eventually, the physical abuse got so bad I feared not just  
for my life, but also that of my daughter.  
 
That’s when I found my haven at Harbor House. 

From the minute I walked in, I had many resources  
available to me. I finally had a safe living environment. 
Advocates helped my daughter and me understand the 
abuse and heal from our crisis. There was always an  
advocate or volunteer extending a hand to help.  
 
Soon, I realized I needed to go back to school to get the 
skills to be self-sufficient financially. Harbor House staff 
took my hand, walked me through a grant process for 
schooling, and I soon obtained my GED and later a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. 
 
Today, I am doing well, thanks to Harbor House advo-
cates, who held my hand, facing each challenge with me.  
 
I ask you to extend your hand today. Please make an  
annual donation and consider making it even more  
powerful by enlisting a giving partner—someone as  
passionate as you are about ending domestic abuse.  
 
Together, you and your partner will make a greater  
impact in the lives of survivors. This is the spirit behind 
“2hands 2gether 4hope.” Partner… join hands to stand 
together against domestic violence until the hope of  
ending the abuse around us becomes a reality. 
 

With gratitude, 
Alyssa, 24 

 



A few ways your gifts will give us a hand... 
Addressing a heavy need for safe shelter 
 �  We have been over-capacity 81% of this year.  
 
Serving children hurt by domestic violence 
 �  More children have been in-shelter than ever before.  
 As of Sept. 30, we had already surpassed the 2010 year-end  
 totals for children served in-shelter (255 YTD 2011 vs.  
 214 FY 2010). 
 
Providing the basic need for a warm, welcoming facility 
 �  Electric and water costs are up 12.5%, due to greater use. 
 
Continuing prevention education and trainings 
 �  Even in the midst of heavy demands on our crisis  
 services, we remain committed to educating children/youth in our local schools  
 and adults within the community, having done 40 trainings and 292 speaking  
 engagements, which are on pace to surpass 2010 activities. 
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JOIN  OUR GENERATIONS  OF HOPE DONOR CIRCLE  
 

Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs, 720 W. Fifth St., Appleton, WI 54914 


